TOWN OF CONCORD PUBLIC HEARING



February 10, 2011
Re:  Elected Assessor to Appointed





6:30 p.m.


ROLL CALL:

GARY A. EPPOLITO, SUPERVISOR





JAMES M. KREZMIEN, COUNCILMAN





WILLIAM F. SNYDER III, COUNCILMAN





PAUL F. SALZLER, COUNCILMAN






DEBORAH A. KING, COUNCILWOMAN



ALSO PRESENT:
M. BETH BOLT, TOWN CLERK






DENNIS DAINS, HWY SUPT.






MICHAEL F. BARONE, TN ATTN






WILLIAM F. NELLIS, ASSESSOR

GEORGE DONHAUSER






ROBIN SION           LARRY KELLY






GEORGE & JOYCE DEWALD






CAROLYN ROBINSON






KEVIN & NICOLE KEEL






DONNA KRZES



Supervisor Eppolito opened the hearing.  He explained the purpose was to change the position of an elected assessor to an appointed one.  The reason this has come up is this position has become more and more technical and requires more training.  Most of the other Erie County towns have gone to appointed assessors.  There is a difference in training for elected and appointed assessors.  An appointed assessor must have 24 hours of training every year; an elected assessor, after certification, does not have to take required training.  An elected assessor sets his own hours, the Town Board sets the hours for an appointed one.  Appointments are for 6 years.  Mr. Nellis’ term is up this year.  The state makes the appointments in 2 years for every assessor.  We are off the schedule and we would, if approved, appoint someone for 2 years and then they would be appointed for 6 years.  It is also being considered to consolidate several towns with one assessor.  Supervisor Eppolito noted that the public should have “their say” in whether this should be elected or appointed, but he feels that the Board is more aware of what  goes on and what is needed for the town.  Mr. Nellis stated that it takes 3 years to become certified.  Courses are not always available and there are some online courses.  There is now no reimbursement by the state.  It probably cost the town $1,500 to train his assistant.  
Councilman Snyder stated that he is not opposed to the change, just that he feels

 that the public should be able to vote on this change.  He has spoken with some people and they would like to vote on this.  He would like to see a mandatory referendum.  Supervisor Eppolito stated that he would like to see a permissive referendum.  He did not agree with making it mandatory especially with an election this fall.  Someone would have to run for this office and then, if the position is voted out, that person has no job.  


Mrs. Robin Sion would like to see it stay elected.  Although, she does see both sides.  She feels that the people do not realize what is happening.  There are only 5 towns that have elected assessors.  Mr. Nellis noted that we have a full time office staffed with himself, an assistant and a clerk.  Some towns do not have that.  Mrs. Sion still felt that it should be put up for a vote.  Supervisor Eppolito noted that, as the law is written right now, a petition could be circulated and it would then have to be put on the ballot.  


Councilwoman King also had questions from residents on this.  They were concerned about it not being an elected position.  She did explain the reasoning behind this to them.  



Mr. George Donhauser also felt that it should be voted on by the people.  He feels Mr. Nellis has been fair, but what if the next assessor is not.  It could be political.  The supervisor had provided a handout on the real property tax law tonight and Mr. Donhauser felt he and others should review it before the Board made a decision.


Councilwoman King would like to review this information for another month and then vote on it.  Supervisor Eppolito noted that it will have to be done next month in order to meet the time requirements.



Councilman Snyder questioned Section V of the law.  He asked if the appointed assessor has to be certified before the appointment or certified before a certain date.  It was not 
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known for certain.  The handout was Section 188-2.  Tn Attn Barone stated that law 328 does not state certification time limits.  That section naming the law would have to be removed or provide the correct section.  Mr. Donhauser agreed that it should be put to a vote and a mandatory referendum.  Supervisor Eppolito felt that this would be a betterment for the town and did not need a mandatory referendum.      





Mr. Nellis noted that the handout provided is incorrect in that reimbursement is

not being done by the state anymore.  It will be up to the town to pay for training.



Mr. Donhauser noted that it should have been brought up sooner for the Board to

review.  



There being no one further to address the Board, motion by Councilman Salzler, seconded by Councilwoman King, to close the hearing at 7:00 p.m.  Councilwoman King, Councilmen Krezmien, Salzler, and Snyder, Supervisor Eppolito, voting aye.  Carried.






_____________________________________________






M. Beth Bolt

